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Great news in our family! My daughter and her husband have sold their house in Birming-
ham and will close on their house on February 12th. They have bought a house in Franklin
that they will move into around the middle of March. | see some babysitting in our future! It
will be fun to watch Beckett and Baylor grow up under our feet so the speak. Pee Paw can
spoil them and send them back to mom and dad.

This past week | ate lunch with Gene Mims who is the Pastor of Judson Baptist Church. He
heard we were doing Bible Studies in apartment communities and other locations around
Nashville. We met to talk about his vision to start 1000 church groups around the Nashville
area. He proposed starting a number of training centers at different churches to help reach this
goal. The training centers will help teach people how to start and sustain these church groups.
These groups would be made up of people who would not attend a traditional church for vari-
ous reasons. It would go a long way in saturating our city with the Gospel.

This past Wednesday night | attended a training session at Judson for this initial group. He
Is using materials published by the Timothy Initiative to train his workers. The Timothy Initia-
tive has been a simple church planting st
great success in these small church plants. A simple church plant means that you will gather
people where ever they will meet and begin to evangelize and make disciples. This is a very
similar model to what we are using. | was very excited to meet someone with a similar passion
to that which that God had placed in my heart many years ago. Working together we will be
able to get more done. This will be a very exciting development in our ministry. Our goal is to
reach more people and we donoét care who g
gin praying that God would work through these training centers to help reach our city.

If you get a chance, look at the Timothy Initiative website at www.ttionline.org. | continue
to pray and ask God to help make me better in evangelism, disciple making, small group
church planting, and developing leaders. Two verses | always think about are, Matthew 4:19

which says, AFoll ow Me, and | wil/ make vy
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-2 O . Verse 19 says, fnGo yo
tions, baptizing them in the Name of the

ber to pray for the Lord of the Harvest, that He would send laborers into the harvest.

Stay focused on what is important in life by numbering your days. Pray for us as we seek
to be obedient to Godos calling. Thank vy
for granted.

Remember to read your Bible and to pray everyday! -Richard Gay

For more information about these ministry opportunities please contact Richard Gay-@883®&r
by email at lifelinesoutreach@gmail.com or Shahe Nahler by email at shaheatlifelines@gmail.com



An Open Letter to My Denomination: Have We Lost Our First Love?-by Thom Rainer

Dear Southern Baptists:

| could be writing to a broader audience. Perhaps | should be. And | know many outside our
denomination will read this brief letter. | hope those readers will bear with me as | have a
Afamily discussion. o Pl ease hear me cl| ea
Indeed, many of you could put me to shame. But my heart is breaking with what I perceive to
be a loss of passion for those who do not know Christ. Many of you have seen the numbers.
We are reaching fewer people for the gospel today than we did decades ago when we were a
much smaller group.

The First Love

Where is the passion in most of our churches to reach the lost? Where is the passion among
our leaders, both in our churches and in our denomination? Jesus told those at the church at
Ephesus that they had sound doctrine, that they hated evil (Revelation 2:1-7). But He also told
them they had | ost their first | ove. When
hel p but tell ot hers about Him. We canot
contending for the faith. | thank God for our affirmation of the total truthfulness of Scripture. |
thank God for orthodoxy. But | pray that it is not becoming a dead orthodoxyd an orthodoxy
that has lost its first love.

The Purpose of the Letter

The purpose of this letter is not to chastise. | am a messed up sinner who has no right to
look at the splinter in the eyes of my brothers and sisters when | need to deal with the plank in
my own eye. | need to fall more deeply in love with Jesus. I need to share His love as part of
my very being. In His power | must do more and | must do better.
No, the purpose of this letter is simply to share a broken heart, and to express a heartfelt desire
to change. | must love Jesus more deeply and tell others about Him more often. | must show
Christdéds |l ove not only with my words, but
more like Him every day. | have no proposal. | have no new programs for now. | simply have
a burden. And as a commitment to God first, but then a commitment to you, | am asking God
to lead me to love Him more deeply than | ever have. | am asking God to put people in my life
where | can show His love, and tell them about my Savior.

It Must Begin with Me

My | ifebds desire is to glorify God by | o
say that unless | am so much in | ove with
(1) have seen and heardo (Acts 4:20). Eva

Pastors, will you join me in this plea? Will you be an evangelistic example for the churches
God has called you to serve? Laypersons, will you pray for evangelistic hearts in your own
lives? | must make that prayer a part of my life every day.
Have we lost our first love? Is that love reflected in in how we share the gospel of Christ every
day?

May God break me until | am all His, telling others about His Son every day.
And may the sharing of the good news of Christ once again become the focus of all our lives in
the churches of our denomination.

This article wariginally published alThomRainer.com on January 13, 2014’hom S. Rainer serves as president and CEO of
LifeWay Christian Resources. Among his greatest joys are his famsilyife Nellie Jo; three sons, Samrt, and Jess; and sen
grandchildren. Dr. Rainecan be found on Twitter @ ThomRainer and at facebook.com/Thom.S.Rainer.



http://blog.lifeway.com/newsroom/2013/06/06/number-of-sbc-churches-increased-last-year-members-attendance-and-baptisms-declined/
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